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Since he first learned that a rut across his family land was the route of a historic 

road, Gary’s passion for research and writing about Texas history has resulted in the 

publication of two books. 

Trammel’s Trace - The First Road to Texas from the North, is the history of a 200-
year-old road and its role in early smuggling and migration into Texas beginning in the early 1800s. Both the trail 

and its namesake, Nicholas Trammell, are the subject of his research. Gary and other “rut nuts” continue to work on 

locating and mapping its remaining pathways across eight East Texas counties with the help of landowners 

committed to preserving their part of Texas history. This award-winning book was published in 2016 by Texas A&M 

University Press. (www.trammelstrace.com) 

Recognition for Trammel’s Trace has been broad. A reviewer for the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, said 

that Gary “brings considerable historical and geoarchaeological skills to bear in his in-depth analysis of an often-

overlooked early route to Texas.” The President of the Texas Historical Foundation said, “through research, 

countless presentations to local historical organizations, and one-on-one education of landowners, he has 
reconnected Trammel’s Trace and brought the historic pathway back into current consciousness.” As a result of his 

research and his efforts to educate others about the old road, the Stone Fort Chapter of the Daughters of the 

Republic of Texas erected a five-foot granite marker for Trammel’s Trace in Nacogdoches in 2018. 

His second book, True Believers – Treasure Hunters at Hendricks Lake, is the story of people who believed a 

Texas treasure legend enough to search for it. For over 150 years, people have heard the tale that Jean Lafitte 

plundered the Spanish brig Santa Rosa in Matagorda Bay in 1816. His caravan of six wagonloads of silver headed 

north along Trammel’s Trace but was overtaken by soldiers. Rather than give up the silver, the wagons were cut 

loose and rolled into Hendricks Lake near Tatum. At least that what the legend says. Houston oilmen, a Carthage TV 
repairman, some tough Texas lawmen, an MIT-educated electrical engineer, and the world’s greatest underwater 

treasure hunter are just some of the men who believed the treasure legend of Hendricks Lake in east Texas enough 

to search for silver there. W.C. Jameson, author of The Lost Canyon of Gold, says “This book is a compelling history 

artfully wrought by an excellent writer with an intimate connection to the land and the people.” The book is available 

from the author at his website at www.hendrickslake.com.  

Gary has a Master of Social Work (MSW) degree from the University of Houston and a bachelor’s degree in 

social work and psychology from Texas A&M University-Commerce. He is a member of the Editorial Board for the 

East Texas Historical Association. His work also appears in the online Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture, 
the online Handbook of Texas, Portal to Texas History, and the Journal of Diving History. 
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